220          DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES        [JAN. 3

proceed to Savannah and dispose of the captured cotton
recently taken by Sherman. Draper called to get from me
a letter of introduction to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, as he
would be likely to be thrown in Dahlgren's company. Of
course, I could not refuse. But the idea of sending such a
man on such a mission, when he has more than any one
honest man can do to discharge his duties as a collector
faithfully, sickened me. Fessenden certainly knows as lit-
tle of men as Chase. This mission of Draper will be a swin-
dle, I can scarcely doubt. A ring will be formed for the
purchase of the cotton, regardless of public or private
rights.

January 4, Wednesday. Called on the President to con-
sult as to the selection of counsel in the Henderson case,
since the death of William Curtis Noyes. Told him I
thought we should have the best lawyer we could obtain,
for the defense had secured Evarts and Pierrepont, and
suggested the name of O'Conor provided we could secure
his services. He is of the opposite party in politics, but in
a matter of this kind the public interest should not be per-
mitted to suffer from that cause. It may be difficult to
secure him, for I understand he has relinquished his prac-
tice. The President heartily concurred in my views and
earnestly advised that O'Conor should be employed.

The President does not yet decide whether exemplified
copies shall be furnished in the Stover case, but Mr. Speed
informs me that there can be no question that they should
be furnished. This will, I presume, be the result; but, in-
quiring to-day for the record, it is found to be missing from
the Department. Some months since the President called
for it, and it was, I understood, committed to the custody
of Mr. Browning, counsel for Stover.

A special messenger from Admiral Porter brings word
that the fleet is at Beaufort. Rode home with Stanton,
who tells me the troops are embarking at Hampton Roads
to-day for Wilmington.